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A Word from the Pastor...

Summer Edition: July and Auggust 2016

July and August Scripture Schedule
Date

Principal Festivals

First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel

ATTENTION ALL GRADUATES
Please send in a picture so we can all share
in the celebration of your graduation to be
published in our Summer Edition of the
Evangelist Newsletter! Have a GREAT summer!!!

July & August
July 4 Independence Day
8-15 Jen Vacation
11 Council Meeting
20 Articles due for Newsletter
25-28 Backyard Bible School
Looking Ahead

Read the Bible in a year! Go to:
http://www.ewordtoday.com/year/msg/cjan01.htm and follow along with their suggested readings for each day or see
below. You’ll be on your way to reading the Bible as it’s
events occurred in real time!
Jul 1: Oba; Ps 82-83
Jul 2: 2King 1-4
Jul 3: 2King 5-8
Jul 4: 2King 9-11
Jul 5: 2King 12-13; 2Chron 24
Jul 6: 2King 14; 2Chron 25
Jul 7: Jonah
Jul 8: 2King 15; 2Chron 26
Jul 9: Is 1-4
Jul 10: Is 5-8
Jul 11: Amos 1-5
Jul 12: Amos 6-9
Jul 13: 2Chron 27; Is 9-12
Jul 14: Micah 1-7
Jul 15: 2Chron 28; 2King 16-17
Jul 16: Is 13-17
Jul 17: Is 18-22
Jul 18: Is 23-27
Jul 19: 2King 18:1-8; 2Chron 29-31;
Ps 48
Jul 20: Hos 1-7
Jul 21: Hos 8-14
Jul 22: Is 28-30
Jul 23: Is 31-34
Jul 24: Is 35-36
Jul 25: Is 37-39; Ps 76
Jul 26: Is 40-43
Jul 27: Is 44-48
Jul 28: 2King 18:9-19:37; Ps
46/80/135
Jul 29: Is 49-53
Jul 30: Is 54-58
Jul 31: Is 59-63

Aug 1: Is 64-66
Aug 2: 2King 20-21
Aug 3: 2Chron 32-33
Aug 4: Nahum 1-3
Aug 5: 2King 22-23; 2Chron 34-35
Aug 6: Zephaniah
Aug 7: Jer 1-3
Aug 8: Jer 4-6
Aug 9: Jer 7-9
Aug 10: Jer 10-13
Aug 11: Jer 14-17
Aug 12: Jer 18-22
Aug 13: Jer 23-25
Aug 14: Jer 26-29
Aug 15: Jer 30-31
Aug 16: Jer 32-34
Aug 17: Jer 35-37
Aug 18: Jer 38-40; Ps 74/79
Aug 19: 2King 24-25; 2Chron 36
Aug 20: Habakkuk
Aug 21: Jer 41-45
Aug 22: Jer 46-48
Aug 23: Jer 49-50
Aug 24: Jer 51-52
Aug 25: Lam 1:1-3:36
Aug 26: Lam 3:37-5:22
Aug 27: Ezek 1-4
Aug 28: Ezek 5-8
Aug 29: Ezek 9-12
Aug 30: Ezek 13-15
Aug 31: Ezek 16-17

The Evangelist

Altar Flowers

Our Members:

Bulletin Sponsors

Candle Memorial

Memorials for July &
August

Our Grieving Family:



Neala Hopkins



The Brensinger Family



Linda Marcinko



The Booz Family



Richard Croissette



The Turner Family



Edna Barndt

Our Friends:


Elizabeth Schmitt



Dorothy Troxel



Sandy Driscoll



Mary King



Ron Weyer

Our Homebound:



Francis Allem



Charles Marx



Doris Barndt





Claude & Dorothy
Barndt

Tom & Blanche
Matczak



Elaine Turner



Pauline Berndt



Pauline Brensinger



Helen Brensinger





Lucille Caruso

Harold & Gert
Benner



Ed Geiger



Romaine Croissette



James Gotthardt



Willis & Lorraine
Heacock



Bob Kulp

THANK YOU!
Dear Pastor Amy and members of St. John’s:
I would like to thank everyone for the get well cards,
sympathy cards and birthday cards sent to me over the past
two months. The birthday celebration at my home on my
92nd birthday was very much appreciated. I enjoyed the
evening and meeting with my friends from St. John’s. The
gifts were beautiful. It was such a kind and thoughtful extra
special thing to do. Many thanks to all.

Silver Springs April Pie Day Meeting News
NOTICE: We will continue collecting Campbell’s Soup

Labels until the end of May. The Campbell Company has
discontinued the program of refunding to schools. They
Margie Kulp
will accept the labels until July 31st so I will mail labels to
Silver Springs – Martin Luther School in June so they can
get credit for them. Thank you to everyone who has
brought labels, the school does appreciate them. The
school will continue to collect Box Tops for Education that
are found on many products. We had the Spring Pie Day
Christian Fellowship….
Meeting here at St. John’s Ridge Valley. We had 30+
Was evident and on display at two wonderful events the
folks from other local Lutheran churches. I would like to
weekend of June 4: our flea market, held that Saturday, and
thank everyone who baked for the dessert table and also
our church picnic, held that Sunday. We had tried twice befor the school. We supplied 11 desserts. They transfore to hold a flea market open to our members and our
ported 117 desserts to the school for the evening meal.
community, and had been foiled by bad weather. This time,
My guess is that they will last more than one meal! Vicar
the weather cooperated, and what a wonderful time it was!
Micah spoke about the work he is doing at Silver Springs.
There was a steady stream of interested customers for most
He is enjoying the children and the children are having
of the event. There were great bargains to be had, and
fun getting to know him. He does crafts with the kids and
many opportunities for our members to interact with the
plays basketball with them. These social things allow
community. I got some questions about our church, and I
him time to build a relationship with the kids and earn
know others did as well. Our CGOC (Christian growth outtheir trust and develop talk about religion. Several chilreach committee) had an informational tent set up for all
dren have been baptized this year and Vicar Micah tries
who wanted to know more about St. John’s. There were
to encourage those that want to be baptized to do so in
apple dumplings to be had, cool drinks, hot dogs, and baltheir own church into the life of Christ. That way they can
loons and face decals for children (and the young at heart).
continue their religious experience in a familiar setting
The goal of the event was to raise money for St. John’s
once they are discharged from the school. One of the
(through sale of spaces for the event), and to raise awarerepresentatives of the school, Robin told us that there are
ness of St. John’s in the local community- both were
70 residential children so they have a full house. Two
achieved. Thanks to all who organized and participated in
new programs are basketball and cheerleading. This
this wonderful event! The weather forecast for our church
teaches the kids about teamwork and respect for each
picnic was dicey, but fortunately the rain held off, and again
other. Everyone is very busy, kids, teachers and couna wonderful time was enjoyed by all. There were all kinds of
selors alike. The free will offering netted $294.00 and we
good food and games, and good conversation. I’ve come to
voted to use the money to update the Children’s Resisee the cake walk is a premier event at our picnic, and this
dential Rooms. The cost per room is about $250.00.
year didn’t disappoint! We had a water slide, played a live,
There are 2 kids per room and each room will get new
interactive version of the “hungry hippos” game with the
carpet, paint and art work. The October Pie Day Meeting
kids, and tossed some softball and frisbees about. There
will be held at the school in Plymouth Meeting. I am willwas a bean bag toss game as well. Again, thanks to all who
ing to drive to the school and if we can get anyone else
organized and participated in this event. I am sure Jesus
willing to make the trip we will get to see more of the
was pleased to see his people interacting with each other
school and the wonderful work they
and having such a good time. Jesus’ disciple Paul told the
accomplish. Let me know if anyone
church at Thessalonica, “Encourage one another and build
is interested.
each other up, just as in fact you are doing” [1 ThessaloniMarianne Yeakel
ans 5:11]. Let us continue to do so among each other, and
our community. Sincerely, Don Graham

Summer Wednesdays

Your Invited!

Bible Study 6pm

We want YOU to participate in a play for
RALLY DAY in September! We will be
Discussion Topic:
holding practice on Wednesdays
throughout the summer from 7-8pm. A
Jesus fulfills his mission.
sign up sheet will be in the Fellowship
Hall! We thank you in advance for volunDear Congregation, please mark your goodies if teering for this exciting
they contain nuts, unfortunately, this can become serious for both children and adults.
Thank you for your kind consideration
Social Ministry Collection for Babies
During the month of June we will be looking for contributions to support Lutheran World Relief – Baby
Layette Kits. The Comfort Crafters are in the process of making diapers and receiving blankets for
the kits, but we are looking for other items for the
kits. We are looking for any of the following items
to complete the kits. Items should be new or very
gently used!
Undershirts, not onesies, pullovers or side snap
(size 9 to 24 months)
Socks – Size newborn – 12 months
Sweater & Cap or Hooded Sweatshirt (size 6 to 18
months)
Sleepers without feet (size 9 – 24 months) or Layette Gowns
Hand Towels
Bars of gentle soap
Diaper Pins
Please place items in the
basket in the Coffee Fellowship Area.
Thank you for so generously supporting our campaigns to help the poorest of the poor through Lutheran World Relief. You are all a blessing doing
what Christ asks us to do.

opportunity!

Unemployment Support Group
Every Tuesday night at 7pm
St John’s Lutheran Church
Ridge Valley
215.257.9643

Bible School Sign Up Sheet
July 25-28, 9-12pm
Student’s Name:
__________________________
Grade completed: _____________
Birthday: ____________________
Home Church: _______________
Mother’s Name: ______________
Phone: (

) _________________

Father’s Name: _______________
Phone: (

) _________________

Address:
____________________________
____________________________
Siblings:
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
Please list all allergies or medical
conditions:
____________________________
____________________________
Does your child carry an eppi pen?
____________________________
Emergency Contact & Phone:
____________________________
(Please

complete one form per child)

School Supplies are needed for Pennridge FISH FOR THE
2016/2017 SCHOOL YEAR Help our FISH kids get off to a
great year of school!
WE ARE IN NEED OF DONATIONS OF ALL TYPES OF SCHOOL
SUPPLIES FOR GRADES 1-12. PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD!
LAST YEAR WE WERE ABLE TO PROVIDE FILLED SCHOOL
BAGS FOR MORE THAN 200 CHILDREN!

New Backpacks are needed along with: Pens, Pencils, pencil
sharpeners, red pens, colored pencils, loose leaf notebook
paper, notebooks, 1 1/2 in.- 2 in. binders, glue sticks, metric
rulers, scissors, duotang folders, markers, permanent markers, dry erase markers, erasers, highlighters, hand sanitizers,
tape, thumb drives, pencil cases, AND ANYTHING ELSE
YOU CAN THINK OF! Please refer to your local office supply
store for more ideas. Thank you! Supplies accepted through
Sunday, August 7, 2016

Flea Market

Marianne for your dedication. The quilt was admired by many of our
visitors! We wish to acknowledge our Comfort Crafters who continually work on the various projects for our Church and the community. They are to be commended for their time, talent and good
heart. A sincere Thank You to each and every one of you! The
Flea Market was the perfect opportunity for us to have a St. John’s
information table. And that we did containing our Share our Joy
Brochures, History Brochures, Cemetery Brochures and Upcoming
Events flyers: Bon Fires-6/25 * 7/30 and 8/27 @ 8:00 PM, Blessing
of the Animals – Sun. July 10th – 10:30 am service only, and our
7th Annual Carillon Concert – Sat. Aug.20th @ 6:00 PM. The Christian Growth/Outreach/Communications Committee would like
to thank and extend our sincere appreciation to the many individuals from our church who participated for this event: our flea
marketers’, J our faithful, energetic and enthusiastic volunteers,
and those who attended and procured the many bargains and great
treasures of the day.J We could not have had this event without
your involvement. Whenever there is an event here at St. John’s,
no matter how small, or how large, there are the essentials that are
taken for granted but require live bodies with kind hearts to implement. We are especially grateful of those individuals who gave of
their time and their energy setting up the heavy tables and taking
them down, as well as those setting up cones, slow down signs and
directing traffic flow into the parking lots. Dan Traynor, Jonathan
Traynor, and Ken Yeakel, Thank You. Appreciation to Ken Yeakel
for accommodating a visitor with a tour of our Sanctuary. J I hope
all found their spaces satisfactory when arriving. Many, Many
thanks and gratitude to Dan Traynor and Laurie Hopkins JJ for their
back breaking job of marking the spaces with chalk the night before. If I have failed to mention others, please be assured that we,
and I personally, are most appreciative and thank each and every
one of you for your involvement and hard work!!! There are some
people when asked to do something always make the concerted
effort, no matter whatever else may be happening in their lives.
Our sincere gratitude to one of those people, Sue Crouthamel. A
HUGE Thank You Sue for being responsible for the purchasing of
the food items that were being sold. Also to Lynn Crouthamel
Thank You. Another HUGE Thank You to our St. John’s Soul Café
team Sue Crouthamel, Penny Markley, Lorraine Dunleavy and
Nancy Esposito for graciously volunteering to manage the kitchen
and especially for being great public relations representatives for
St. John’s welcoming everyone who entered our Soul Café. The
items for purchase included coffee, hot dogs, kraut, chips, donuts,
water and soda and ice tea. Another SPECIAL Thank You to
Carolyn Hafler for ordering, picking up and manning the Apple
Dumpling table. The dumplings were a terrific hit to-say- the least!
A total of 48 were purchased and we could have sold more. Sorry
everyone, who came back and missed getting one. Thank You
again Carolyn for your dedication, time and energy Also for taking
calls from perspective flea marketers’. With the heat of the day
beating down on us, by the time 1:30 pm rolled around, we were all
pretty exhausted and ready to wrap things up. I think it would be
fair to say that at this time of day, we all felt the same way in our
hearts. Thank You God for a great day! Amen.

St. John’s Lutheran’s First Annual Flea Market was finally held on
Sat. June 4th and the weather was most cooperative and warm!
Amen. Yes, many people love flea markets! Thank You Don Graham for presenting the great idea of a St. John’s Flea Market to the
CGOC. We tried three times, however, Mother Nature did not cooperate. Rain, cold and the possibility of more rain. However, the
fourth endeavor was a charm! It has been estimated that there
were about 80 plus automobiles who entered both our designated
parking lot area and that of our neighboring church. Also, those
walking around didn’t hesitate to bring some pets. We were absolutely delighted that when visitors were asked, ‘How did you hear
about our event?” the answer was our sign outside, just driving by,
the Penny Power, and remembered rain date from last cancellation.
Most people were very cordial. There were also children with their
parents. And they delighted in the Kids Craft Table setup by Laurie
Hopkins, complete with face decals (to their most apparent delight)
which Laurie applied, along with craft kits and handmade hat balloons. Thank You so much Laurie for your creativity, cheerfulness
and giving up your sun shelter for the day. A Thank You to John
Mood and Beverly for music and song adding to the festivity
throughout the day. Music is always appreciated by people in attendance no matter what the event. Thanks again for manning your
table and sharing your joy for music. Along with her own table,
Marianne Yeakel enthusiastically manned the Quilt Raffle table
selling tickets for the beautiful handmade Quilt which was recently
displayed in Church. The lucky raffle ticket was drawn during our
Respectfully submitted, Pat Traynor, CGOC
Church picnic the next day Sunday, June 5th. Thank You

Sharing the Love and teachings of Jesus through Worship

This is why we
build school
kits and quilts
for LWR.
"God does not need your good works, but your
neighbor does."
-Martin Luther
The Crafters are making backpacks for LWR,
but we need your help filling them with the requested supplies. We will collect from July 3rd
until August 21.
The following new items are needed for each
school kit:
4 – 70 Sheet Notebooks
1 – Box of 16 or 24 Crayons
1 – 30 Centimeter Ruler or one with centimeters and inches
1 – Pencil Sharpener
1 – Pair of Blunt Scissors
5 – Unsharpened Pencils; secure together with
a rubber band
5 – Black or Blue Pens (Not Gel Ink); secure
with rubber band
1 – 2-1/2” Eraser

This is the first of a 3-part series devoted to our mission statement: “We, the baptized of St. John’s, are called to share the love
and teachings of Jesus through Worship, Witness, and Action.”
This month I will focus on worship. Why do we worship God?
Well, God has blessed us with His creation and all that comes
with it, including our very selves. God also commands us to worship him and keep the Sabbath holy- remember the 10 commandments? [Exodus, 20:1-17] “I am the Lord your God, you shall
have no other Gods, you shall keep the Sabbath holy”.
Jesus affirms the importance of worshiping God (his father),
when one of the Pharisees questioned which commandment was
the greatest. Jesus said, “Love God with your whole heart, all
your soul, and all your mind”. [Matt. 22:36-38]. In our Lutheran
liturgy, we worship God with songs, prayerful hymns of praise,
and confessing our belief in Jesus and the triune God through the
Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s Creed. We remember God the Son in
Holy Communion.
We share Jesus’ teachings (and God’s) through the reading of
the Holy Scriptures every Sunday. If you focus on these inspired
words, you will find many lessons applicable to making hard decisions in this day and age- many of the scriptures contain timeless
advice. We share Jesus’ love each Sunday when we pray for
those who are sick, or in need, not only in our own church, but
throughout the world. We share our love through gifts to
Pennridge Fish; we share soup, we share clothing, blankets, and
quilts to those in need. Most importantly, we share love through
our Christian fellowship with each other every Sunday. This summer, as we enjoy family, good times, and vacations; let us not
forget to honor God through our worship, wherever our travels
may take us. “May the Lord bless you and keep you, may his face
shine upon you and be gracious to you, and may He give you
peace.” [Numbers 6:24-26]

Your brother in Christ,

Don Graham

Summer Fun with Shells

Seashell Gardens

(diycrafts.com)

If you have a few old seashells on hand, kids can create beautiful seashell
gardens with those shells and a few succulents. This is a relatively quick and
easy project depending on the number of seashell planters you want to create. Kids just have to remove the succulents from their containers and transplant them into conch shells or other seashells large enough to hold them.
This is a project that may take a bit of planning if you don’t have the supplies on hand but it’s one that they can enjoy all summer long while they
watch their little gardens grow.

Rainy Day Activity

Newspaper Forts

(diycrafts.com)

On those rainy days (or really hot ones) when you just can’t get outside to
play, help your little ones to create a wonderful newspaper fort inside. You
can recycle those old newspapers and build a great indoor fort at the same
time. You just roll two sheets of newspaper into a tight roll (do this multiple
times) to create the structure. Keep in mind that the tighter the roll, the
more support you will have. When you are finished with your structure, just
cover with a light blanket or a sheet. Kids will have a blast playing in their
fort and it’s just as easy to take down as it is to build.

For more fun ideas visit:
http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/scie
nce/tips/summer-science-projects/
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