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A Word from the Pastor...
Here is the question:

Dear St. John’s family,
I bring you great joy and peace through the
Word of Jesus. God has a plan for us. It is now
our responsibility to do the work that includes
reading the Word, listening to others who are
inspired by the Holy Spirit, praying over the
congregation, and believing that God provides all
that is needed. At this time, we need to explore
what God’s plan is for us.
Jesus is our core. We will listen, think and see
what is happening around us through the lens of
our faith. We start with meditating on “Thy
Kingdom Come, Thy will be done.” What is Jesus
longing for us to see? Many times there are
needs right in front of us and we just don’t see
them or know how to react to them.
Therefore, we need more prayer. The prayer that
I am talking about is a group to come together and
pray for this mission. In addition, it will be a
wonderful opportunity to put together a prayer
chain.
Prayer is the Key!!!
In the book, “Living Lutheran, Renewing our
Congregation“ This is an example of a question
that we truly need to think through and apply.

At a typical committee meeting of your
congregation, how much time is spent on
(a) Chit chat
(b) Bible Study and prayer
(c) Getting down to business
How might this need to change in order to hear
better God’s voice and to work based on God’s call.
We live out our life/ministry knowing God’s
promises that are freely given to us: God loves us,
protects us from all evil, and provides all our
needs. God is alive—He has a purpose- Jesus is
in the center of all that we do. Do you know that
God has a dream and we are a part of that dream?
We need to pray for radical transformation of our
world for peace, justice, and love. Please find
yourself hungering for what God is up to?
We begin looking to see what God has in-store for
us. Our goal is to pray, pray, and pray.
We have worked through Chapters 1-3. Please
read Chapters 4-6 and reflect over the questions
provided. It has been a lively conversation so far.
All of our members are welcome to share their
thoughts and ideas. Please talk about this
initiative!! Blessings to you all, Pr Amy
Claimed by Christ, we see God at work!!
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October Scripture Schedule
Date

Principal Festivals

First Reading

OCTOBER
3 Confirmation 6 - 7 (every Monday)
4 Nut Free Pie Day Silver Springs
7 Inclusions due for Council Agenda
9 Pennridge CROP Walk

Psalm

Second Reading

Read the Bible in a year! Go to:
http://www.ewordtoday.com/year/msg/cjan01.htm and follow along with their suggested readings for each day or see
below. You’ll be on your
way to reading the Bible as Oct 16: Matt 9-10
it’s events occurred in real Oct 17: Matt 14; Mark 6; Luke 9:1-17
Oct 18: John 6
time!
Oct 1: Luke 1; John 1:1-14
Oct 2: Matt 1; Luke 2:1-38
Oct 3: Matt 2; Luke 2:39-52

10 Bingo Night
12 Council Meeting 7pm

Oct 4: Matt 3; Mark 1; Luke 3
Oct 5: Matt 4; Luke 4-5;

Oct 23: John 7-8

Oct 28: Luke 16-17:10

Oct 10: Matt 5-7

Nov 8 Election Day

Oct 11: Matt 8:1-13; Luke 7

Oct 13: Matt 12:22-50

Oct 22: Matt 18

Oct 27: Luke 14-15

Nov 1 All Saints Day

Nov 24 Thanksgiving

Oct 21: Matt 17; Mark 9; Luke 9:28-62

Oct 26: Luke 12-13

Oct 9: Matt 12:1-21;

Oct 12: Matt 11

Oct 20: Matt 16; Mark 8; Luke 9:18-27

Oct 25: Luke 10-11; John 10:22-42

Oct 8: John 5

Nov 11 Veterans Day

Oct 19: Matt 15; Mark 7

Oct 24: John 9:1-10:21

Oct 6: John 2-4
Oct 7: Mark 2

LOOKING AHEAD:

Gospel

Oct 29: John 11
Oct 30: Luke 17:11-18:14
Oct 31: Matt 19; Mark 10

Oct 14: Matt 13; Luke 8

Yankee Candle Sale for St. John’s Preschool
Sept 26- Oct 10
If you would like to place an order please put order
and money in basket in Fellowship Hall or you can
order online at yankeecandle.com. Just click
“fundraising” then enter the Yankee Fundraising Program by clicking the “Seller Login.” Our group number is 99579643 and then click “Start Shopping.”
Items will be delivered before Thanksgiving!
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Altar Flowers
16th

In honor of Beth and Chad Davis
20th wedding anniversary

23rd

In memory of Heather Rogers
given by mom, dad, and Rich.

30th:

Gran-pop Jim and Grammy Erna

Bulletin Sponsors

Our Members:


Margie Kulp



Harriet Woehr

Elizabeth Schmitt



Carolyn Hafler

Dorothy Troxel



Joanne Heffendrager Mary King



Lee Felbinger

Andy Walling



Margie Kulp

Ruth Barnaby
Thomas Ruth

11th In memory of Heather Rogers
given by mom, dad, and Rich

Our Homebound:



Candle Memorial
In memory of Heather Rogers
given by the Rogers

Memorials for Oct

Our Friends:

Francis Allem: Home
Doris Barndt: Lutheran Comm, Telford—nursing
Claude Barndt: Home
Doris Clayton: Home
Dorothy Barndt: Dock Woods Nursing Home
Edna Barndt: Parker Stonegate Nursing Facility, NJ
Pauline Berndt: Hidden Meadows
Harold and Gert Benner: Home
Helen Brensinger: Luth. Comm. Telford –Per. care
Lucille Caruso: Home
Susie Deihl: Home
Ed Geiger: Rockhill Nursing Home-Nursing
Ruth Gombert: Peter Becker, Apt
James Gotthardt: Home
Carolyn Hafler : Peter Becker Nursing
Willis Heacock: Lutheran comm. Telford– Nursing
Lorraine Heacock: Lutheran comm. Telford– apt
Joanne Heffendrager: Pheobe Richlandtown
Bob Kulp: Home
Marvin Leister: Lut. Comm. Telford Nursing
Charles Marx: Greenwood Nursing
Thomas Matczak: Home in S.C.
Romaine Croissette: Home
Mazie Seachrist : Home
Dean Souder: Life Quest, nursing
Mark Trauger: Home
Elaine Turner: Home

CARILLON BELL CONCERT AUG. 20TH

What an enjoyable evening! Thank you to Mark Gottesfeld and Mark Bruder. You make a
great team.Our audience was absolutely delighted with your program and their invitation for
audience participation! The format was geared to a western/cowboy theme and participate they
did! Thank you Lee Felbinger for sharing your many posters collected over the years. They were
a welcome addition to the evening’s theme and visitors enjoyed them recalling their favorite super heroes of yesteryear.
Those listening to the bell concert outside had the opportunity to purchase hot dogs, beverage or
ice cream.
Thank you to our invaluable St. John’s Soul Café helpers. Nancy Esposito and Phyllis Kogel for
manning the needs of the café. Laurie and Sharon who graciously offered to go around, take orders, and deliver goodies to those sitting on the lawn. We aim to please. Gratitude to Cornell
Hopkins for being cashier in the Café. Gratitude also to Dan Traynor for setting up lawn chairs for
our visitors. Also to Pastor Amy for helping with Dan for their dismantling. If I missed anyone, my
apologies. Pastor Amy also welcomed our many visitors seated on the lawn.
Our attendance for the program in church was 65 and consisted mainly of visitors - for which
we are delighted. It gives others an opportunity to see what a beautiful church we have! If
you missed this presentation, please put a little notation on your calendar for next August.
We here at St. John’s - Ridge Valley - love visitors, however, we love our members and
friends even more. 
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Traynor

CGOC

BON FIRES WITH MUSIC FOR THE SOUL UNDER
THE STARS, COMPLETE WITH CAMPFIRE GOODIES.
It is the little things we often do not get to appreciate until we take the time. Music appreciation, socializing and campfire goodies on very peaceful evenings under the stars and moon! Sometimes it is all
we need to feel free of the stress we feel every day.
And I think we all did. We had visitors from the
Allentown area who thought the event just
delightful and expressed that they wish their
Lutheran Church would do the same. Our guest Jim
Harvey and friends traveled about an hour’s drive
to be with us in August. We are most appreciative
of them sharing their personal time and talents

with us. Everyone enjoyed the music immensely! We
look forward to Sept 24th now at 7:00 pm with Paul
and Mary Good and Oct. 22nd with Yvonne Hartman.
Thank you John Mood for your creativity in bringing
us together on beautiful summer and fall evenings
with God and
Mother Nature and the beautiful gift of music. Many
thanks to BRENDA also!!
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Traynor - CGOC
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Music Schedule
Unemployment Support Group
Every Tuesday night at 7pm
St John’s Lutheran Church

Traditional choir practice:
Wednesdays, 7:15pm

Ridge Valley
Praise band practice:

215.257.9643

We received a Thank you note:

Wednesdays: 8:15pm

You’re Invited to a Super Fun
Sunday Pre-school Program

Dear members of St.
John’s,
Thank you so much
for the altar Flowers

Experience a time of encouragement
and raise your children together.

Spending time with you at the service
on Sunday was so special.
With Love,
Doris and Bill Clayton

FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
We recognize that many of the
members of our congregation as
well as friends of St. John's own,
operate or are affiliated with a family business venture, and this can
include baby sitting, dog walking,
sitting, mowing of grass, etc..
Please feel free to post your business card, or a little memo with
regard to what might be of interest to our congregation. "We are
Family...Our Congregation and Me."

Every 1st Sunday of the month we
will devote ourselves to focus on the
little ones. Please meet us in the
pre-school room.

STEWARDSHIP AND
CHRISTIAN GIVING
A Letter from our
Church President
Sharing the Love and Teachings of Jesus through our Actions
Action is the third part of our mission statement (worship and
witness have been discussed in previous newsletters). Action is defined as the process of doing something, typically to achieve a
goal. Jesus distilled what Christian action means when he
declared the 2’nd greatest commandment: “Love your neighbor
as yourself” [Matt 22:39]. What images come to mind when you
think of helping a friend or neighbor, or anyone in need? Maybe
it means providing comfort in a time of trouble. Perhaps it means
helping with an errand or chores when needed. Maybe it’s helping
to make soup, quilts, or donating food to Pennridge Fish. Maybe
it means giving someone a ride to church. At St. John’s, we have
done all of the above.]
In ancient times, God asked the Israelites to remember the
poor: “You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the
needy and poor, in your land “[Deut. 15:11]. And Jesus teaches us
that whatever we do to the least of our brothers and sisters; we do
so to Him [Matt. 25:35-40]. We know there are so many people
who need our help, and sadly it always has been this way, and always will be, until Jesus comes again. Maybe we can’t reach everyone in need, but what a difference it can make for those we can
reach out to and help! There are many kinds of needs: financial,
physical, mental, and spiritual. What better way to show the love
of Jesus than through simple acts of kindness; such as donating a
few dollars for food, donating clothing, being a good listener
when someone is in anguish, or sharing a comforting scriptural
passage to someone who wants to know if God still loves them?

We need not give up the pleasures and
luxuries of this life. God does not call us
to be ascetics, but he does call us to a right
sense of proportion in administering our
substance. The question is, “If I have this
for myself, then what would I do for
God?” This is the question into which
the whole matter of stewardship resolves
itself.

As we worship God with our church family and care for and
nurture each other, let us not forget to take time during the week
to reach out to others in need, in our homes, communities, and
work places. Jesus cast a very wide net when talking about who
our neighbors are (think the story of the Good Samaritan,
Luke 10:30-35, remembering Jews and Samaritans hated each
other). Let us go out into the world and show mercy, as Jesus
taught us to do.
Don Graham

32st Annual Pennridge CROP Walk for
the Hungry
Sunday, October 10, 2015
Starting 1:15 PM Rain or Shine

The remaining funds will be used by
Church World Service and its partner
agencies to feed those who are hungry
throughout the world. CROP Hunger
Walks also play a role in the U.S.,
(Registration 12:30 – 1:15 PM)
helping communities ravaged by floods
and tornadoes to recover. For more
It’s time again to put on comfortable
information, see (insert name of your
walking shoes and take a hike for hun- congregational recruiter) for a sponsor
ger. Sunday, October 10th is
form, visit www.crophungerwalk.org/
the date for the 32nd annual Pennridge perkasiepa or contact Mary Long at
CROP Walk for the Hungry. The 5.5
maryflong@hotmail.com.
mile route will begin and end at St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church, 20 Dill Ave.,
Perkasie. Walkers are asked to bring
ATTENTION THRIVENT MEMBERS
canned good donations along for the
This is a reminder for those Thrivent
Pennridge FISH food pantry. Entire
Financial members who participate in
families are encouraged to participate.
the Choice Dollars program that you
Wagons and strollers are welcome! If
must direct your choice dollars EACH
the route becomes too tiresome,
time you are notified that you have
walkers can ride back to the starting
funds to do so. In the past when you
point in one of several “Toe Trucks”
chose St. John's or other charity it
which will circle the area throughout
would continue to automatically direct
the afternoon. You may choose to walk
your money to that group unless you
the “Golden Mile” one mile loop along
changed it.
the Lenape Park bike path. This route
Now you must direct the dollars EACH
has been especially designed for
time that they are
available . If
families with small children, senior
you are a Thrivent member and do not
citizens, and the differently-abled.
Registration for the “Golden Mile” will participate in Choice Dollars contact Pr
Amy Hotter 267-218-2378 or
take place at 12:30 PM at the scout
cabin area in Sellersville. Twenty-five Email: amyshotter@gmail,com for
per cent of all funds raised will remain more information on how you can help
in the Pennridge area for local hunger
St. John's with funds from Thrivent
use by Pennridge FISH.
Financial.
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Greetings Everyone! It is that time of
year again to start our Wish List for
the benefit of St. John’s Lutheran –
Ridge Valley.
Speaking of that time of year, fall
has shown its presence in the form
of falling leaves with many more to
come. They have indeed been
beautiful and served their purpose
in providing beauty and much
needed shade. They also have a
tendency to gather on the ramp to
the church, and in front of the doors
leading up to the church office and
preschool. With the volume of
leaves especially concentrated in
these areas it gives the impression
that these areas are in need of
attention. To remedy the aforementioned, we are delighted to share
with our congregation that a
Craftsman battery operated leaf
blower has been purchased with
money from our Wish List and the
item will be gifted to the Property
Committee and located in the
Janitor’s closet. In-as-much-as the
time and energy to remedy the
presence of the leaves will have
been minimized with this addition,
we are looking for kind hearted
members/friends of our
congregation who would like to zip
around the outside with our new
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Craftsman leaf blower helping to eliminate,
or at least, reduce the number of leaves
upon entering St. John’s. This can be
accomplished either on a Saturday afternoon
or prior the 8:30 am service time. Your help
with this endeavor enables us to maintain
the outside appearance of our church as neat
and orderly, not only for our congregation’s
safety and viewing but also those visitors
who may choose to visit with us on Sunday
mornings. Please be so kind to leave your
name with the church office or a member of
the Property Committee. We are most
appreciative and “thank you” for your valuable time.
Above I have mentioned the present season,
however, the Craftsman blower will be for
general maintenance as well as “spiffing up”
for holiday church services and our special
events such as the Blessing of the Animals,
our Flea Market, etc.
Respectfully submitted,
Pat Traynor

“Our Church is
our Second Home
and a Reflection of Us”
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OPERATION SITDOWN
has begun
We ordered 56 new stackable chairs for the
Fellowship Hall and they should be arriving
within 3 to 5 weeks.
They will be used for
any gathering held in the downstairs
fellowship area. We have purchased new
racks to hold our old chairs for the time
being. We are in the process of replacing
the old metal chairs currently being used.
At some time in the future we will be
ordering more chairs and continue to update

SILVER SPRINGS NUT FREE PIE DAY will be held on
Tuesday , Oct. 4th.
The location has been changed to St. Peter Lutheran
Church, 211 S. Main Street North Wales, PA If you
want to attend the meeting bring a sandwich, beverage,
and dessert will be supplied. Also bring a dessert to be
sent to silver springs for the children. Someone from
the school will give an update on the children served by
the school, If you can’t attend but want to send a
dessert, please see Marianne Yeakel.

CALLING ALL THRIVENT MEMBERS
We need your help. As you know Thrivent has a new initiative to help us welcome people to our church. The
program is call “Action Teams” Each member gets the opportunity to provide a project that will help us and our
community. “Thrivent Action Teams are just one of the many ways we help strengthen the places we live, work,
and worship. For each event, a team is formed. Each member of the team will receive T-shirts. Each team in
addition, will receive $250,00 seed money. Usually it will be used to advertise the event, supplies that would
needed, and \or bringing in a professional for a learning event.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father we thank you for giving us gifts and talents to use in service
and love for others. Place in our hearts a desire to live faithfully and do the things you have
prepared I advance for us to do. Today we pray that you would bless the work of our hands.
May we be good stewards of your blessings and may many lives and hearts be impacted today.
May all honor an glory be yours. Amen
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Pumpkin Decorating
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Fun Celebrations in October


Adopt a shelter dog month



Clergy Appreciation Month



National Popping Popcorn
Month



1 World Vegetarian Day



2 National Custodial Worker
Day



2 World Smile Day



4 National Golf Day



5 Do Something Nice Day



5 World Teachers Day



9 Fire Prevention Day



11 Take your Teddy Bear to
Work Day



12 Columbus Day



12 Cookbook Launch Day



12 Old Farmer’s Day



14 National Dessert Day



16 Bosses Day



17 Sweetest Day



24 Make a Difference Day



25 World Pasta Day



27 National Tell a Story Day



30 National Candy Corn Day



31 Carve a Pumpkin Day

St. John’s Lutheran Church
910 Allentown Road
Sellersville, PA 18960

Place
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 910 Allentown Road, Sellersville, PA
Office Hours: call for an appointment
Phone: 215-257-9643
E-Mail: stjohnsridgevalley@verizon.net
Website: stjohns-ridgevalley.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsridgevalley
Worship Schedule: 8:30 am - Traditional Service; 9:30 am - Sunday School;
10:15 am -Praise Service

St. Johns Staff:
The Rev. Amy Hotter, Pastor
Mark Gottesfeld, Organist & Music Director
Jennifer Nyce, Administrative Assistant
Christine Nyce/ Laurie Hopkins Sextons

St. John’s Council Members:
Don Graham Council President
Phyllis Kogel, Council Vice President
Barbara Klinger, Financial Secretary
Dan Traynor, Treasurer
Chris Wall
Nancy Esposito
Cornell Hopkins, Congregation/Council Secretary
Shirley Nase
Doug Kemp

