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Ash Wednesday 
The confession marks the beginning of a season of penitence.  The Maundy Thursday 

Absolution is the structural response to the Ash Wednesday confession, marking off Lent as a 
penitential time.  Within the service, you will find some extended periods of time for self-
examination as a reflection of the penitential nature of this season.  We will receive the 
Imposition of Ashes at this service.  The Imposition of Ashes reminds us of our earthly 

mortality; That we are dust, and to dust we shall return… but for the Christian there is life after 
death. Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through Our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 
Welcome 

Psalm 51 (Read Responsively by Whole Verse)  LBW Page 239 
 

C: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
 as it was in the beginning is now and will be forever. AMEN 
 

Pastoral Exhortation – Period of Silence for Self-examination. 
 

P: Most Holy and merciful Father: 
C: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole communion of 
 saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in 
 thought, word and deed by what we have done, and by what we have left 
 undone. 
 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind and strength.   
 We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
 We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us Lord. 
 

P: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not 
 been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us Lord. 
 

P: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness, the pride, hypocrisy,  
 and impatience in our lives. 
C: We confess to you, Lord. 
 

P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
 people, 
C: We confess to you, Lord. 
 
P: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than 
 ourselves, 
C: We confess to you, Lord. 



P: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in 
 daily life and work. 
C: We confess to you, Lord. 
 

P: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the  
 faith that is in us. 
C: We confess to you, Lord. 
 

P: Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrong we have done.  
 For our blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
 injustice and cruelty. 
C: Accept our repentance, Lord 
 

P: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,  
 and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, 
C: Accept our repentance, Lord 
 

P: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for 
 those who come after us, 
C: Accept our repentance, Lord 
 

P: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen. 
 

*Imposition of Ashes – those who desire to receive ashes on the forehead,  
come forward to receive, and then return to your seats. 

 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
 

P: By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of His resurrection. 
 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ does not desire the  
 death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  
 Therefore, we implore Him to grant us true repentance and His Holy Spirit, 
 that those things may please Him which we do on this day.  That the rest of 
 our lives we may be pure and holy, and that at the last,  we may come to His 
 eternal Joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Hymn:  In the Hour of Trial LBW # 106 
 



Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, The love of God, and the communion of the  
 Holy Spirit be with you all, 
C: And also with you. 
  
The Kyrie

 
 
 



First Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10 
20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness 
of God. 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace 
of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and on a 
day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the 
day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may 
be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of God we have commended ourselves 
in every way: through great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for 
the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 
impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 
see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing 
everything. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21 

 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 



16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 
face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 
and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord  
C: Thanks be to you, O Christ. 

 
Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 
 
We Respond to God’s Grace 
 
Hymn of the Day: Savior, When in Dust to You – LBW # 91 
  
  



Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate  
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 
 
The Prayer of the Church 
A: Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the 
 earth, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

A: God of Moses, you revealed your glory on Mount Sinai. Reveal your glory 
 through missionaries and campus ministries. Shine your light through their acts 
 of caring, justice, and mercy. Hear us, O God.  
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

A: Sustain in us a willing spirit to care for the earth and all that lives on it, 
 knowing that we are stewards of your creation. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your Mercy is great. 
 

A: We pray for the nations. Let no leader put an obstacle in the way of those 
 seeking your justice, peace, and love. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your Mercy is great. 



A: Let your light break forth and shine on those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit. Let your healing spring up quickly.  We pray especially for our members 
Diane Belles, Doris Clayton, Grace Grater, Carolyn Hafler, Joanne 
Heffendrager, Barbara Klinger, Carl Knerr, Marvin Leister, Rick Rogers, 
Owen Spangenberg, Pat Traynor; Brenda Wall, Harriet Woehr and our friends 
Bill Wilds, Ruth Barnaby, Eddie Galgon, Larry Godshall, Mary King, Wyatt 
Rotenberger, Elizabeth Schmitt, Dorothy Troxel, Pastor William Vanderslice;  
and for the family of Daniel Traynor who was laid to rest on Friday.  

 Hear us, O God.  
C: Your Mercy is great. 
 

A: Guide this assembly constantly back to your word, your holy meal, and the 
 unfailing waters of baptism. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your Mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

A: Hear us, O God. 
C: Your Mercy is great. 
 

A: We give thanks for the lives of the faithful departed who have returned to the 
 dust and thus to you. Inspire us by their examples of holy living.  
 Hear us, O God. 
C: Your Mercy is great. 
A: Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
 your steadfast love; through Christ our Lord.   
C: Amen 
 

The Offering 
 
  



The Offertory: 

 
 

Offertory  Prayer: 
P:   Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our 

possessions. Through this meal unite us as your body, shining with the light  
 of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
We Gather Around God’s Table 
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

P: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

P: It is indeed right … we praise your name and join your unending hymn: 



LBW Setting 2 

 
 
The Words of Institution  
(Words of Institution)  In the night in which he was betrayed . . .  
 
Lord’s Prayer 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
P:  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins.  Blessed are those who are 

called to the supper of the Lamb. 
 
Communion Songs  
 
  



LBW Setting 2 

 
 
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
 his grace.          
C:  Amen 
 
The Post Communion Prayer: 

A:  O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly 
food. You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now - today, tomorrow, every 
day - that we tell the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both 
now and forever. 

C:  Amen 
 
The Benediction 
P:  The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on 

your path; and the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you always. 

  

Recessional Hymn: Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer – LBW #343 
  
Silent Prayer 
 
The Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.       
C:  Thanks be to God! 



  
Postlude   

     
  

WEEKLY NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Please keep our homebound in your prayers: Francis Allem, Claude & Dorothy Barndt, Edna 
Barndt, Harold & Gert Benner, Pauline Berndt, Helen Brensinger, Pauline Brensinger, Lucille 
Caruso, Doris Clayton, Richard Croissette, Ed Geiger, James Gotthardt, Willis & Lorraine 
Heacock, Bob Kulp, Margie Kulp, Marvin Leister, Charles Marx, Mark Trauger, Elaine Turner, 
Dean Souder. 
 
Prayers for our military:  Pvt. Cody Hotter, Steven Walter 
 
Dear Congregation:  For fellowship & sharing, please mark your goodies if they contain nuts. 
Unfortunately, this can be serious for children and adults. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Family Owned Business: We recognize that many of the members of our congregation as well 
as friends of St. John's own, operate or are affiliated with a family business venture, and this can 
include babysitting, dog walking, sitting, mowing of grass, etc.  Please feel free to post your 
business card, or a little memo with regard to what might be of interest to our congregation. 
"We are Family...Our Congregation and Me” 
 
 
The Following are the Easter Plants will be offering for Easter Sunday 2017:  
 White Lilies – one plant per pot 4 to 6 blooms – Price: $9.00 each 
 Tulips (colors are grower’s choice) six plants per pot – 6 blooms – Price: $7.00 each 
 Yellow Daffodils – three plants per pot – 5 -7 blooms – Price $6.00 each. 
Price includes a decorative pot cover. All plants are grown in 6” pts. An order form will be in 
the Church Sunday Bulletin on March 5, 12, 19 and 26th.  We will attempt to have an order form 
on line as well to be sent in with the amount of money required per plant. All orders are due 
no later than March 26th. Thank you in advance to our Congregation and Friends for your 
participation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This Week at St. John’s 
 

Wednesday 1st   Bible study  6:15PM 
Ash Weds. Hidden Meadows 2:00PM 
 Yoga  7:00PM 
 Ash Wednesday Service 7:30PM 
 Senior Choir Practice  7:15PM 
 Praise Practice  8:15PM 
 

Thursday 2nd    Prayer and Conversation  10:00AM 
 Kettle Bell 6:00PM 
 Pilates 6:30PM 
 Yoga 7:00PM 
 
Sunday 5th   Traditional Worship Service 8:30AM 
 Fellowship Time 9:30AM 
 Sunday School 9:30AM 
 Adult Sunday School 9:40AM 
 Praise Service 10:15AM 
 Fellowship Time 11:15AM 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  



 


	Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21

